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in Fenrith, Cumberland; 
March xvii. MCG xxII. 
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HERE Was an 1 
when ſome, who pre- 


I nary Skill in Myſtical 
Learning, would divine 1 the 
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"tended more than ordi- 
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=o 6 Day, 12 we 8 
roſe, TH 
the Seiſin of 20 1 


To talk at this fate, like an R 
1 dept, for want of Thought (where 
Thought and Duty more gravely 
demand my ALL) is all dawbing 
in the Face of a Prophecy, D 
the beſt of Maſters. 


I am not Ss 1 to decypher 
the Code of Secrets: But . 
ſpecial Providence put the 80 
nity into a Right Hand to ſuſtain 
it, is, I conceive, a mutual Plea- 
{ure to Your Lordſhip, and every 
Good [gong within the Honour 
of Penrith.” 440 TIES, 1 5 

On hefe Ace Wr Lords 
b being, in Lots * the 


9 52 Dedicator) * 


Founder and Finiſher of their 
Church, ) it had been a wilful Breach 
of Truſt, no leſs than a notorious 
Blunder in me, (as my weak Pre- 
ſence, and 'contenijhl 

could not pierce thro the popular 
| hazy Air of the Palace of the great 
King,) to deny the Congregation a 
little Satisfaction under this Adareſs, 
being ſo naturally led to a Dedicati- 
on by che Title of the Diſcourſe. 


The ſole: Deſign of which is, to 
record to all Poſterity, That, on 
Sunday the ſeventeenth Day of 


; March, in the Year One Thouſand 


Seven Hundred and Twenty Two, 
St. AND RNE M's Church in Pen- 
rith within the County of Cumber- 


land, was con ſecrated by the Right 


Reverend Father in God, Dr. WII- 
LIAM Nicu oLSON, by Divine 
permiſſion, Lord Biſhop of DERRY, 
| {ometime * of This Dioceſe ; e 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
where Tour ancient Cumbrians ſtill 
claim the Honour of Tour Birth, and 
erave Tour Blelling, implor q on mo 
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And it was at Jeruſalem, TH E 


FE AS T OF THE DEDI- 

8 ATIO N, and it was Winter. 
"4nd Jeſus walked in the W 1 in 
x Solomon 5 Poreh.. | 


7 N the N of GOD; 
do him and Happineſs 
may all our Diſpoſitions 
turn: Hither. we refer 
c0our firſt Beginning and 
9 our laſt End. AMEN. 
The e Rebuilding our Churches is to our 
own Edification, the Adorning of the 
Goſpel, the Beautifying our Faith; an holy 
Symbol of the moſt Hi; gh GOD we belong 
to, a royal Mark of N Times, à 
manly Confeſſion of our Principles 404 
Proſperities: And the more ſightly and 


attractive is the Bleſſing, in all reſpes, 
Fits | : when 
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when it is fr free as our Religio 0, ane are. 
fect as our F 

IE muſt gladden our Hearts and greatert 
our Condition, to lay it beſide the low 
Life and hard Circumſtances of primitive 
Chriſtians, in point, either of Wealth, or 


Liberty. Our Fewiſh Anceſtors too were 
_ moſtly, preſt Men in the Service of the 


Tabernacle : Their Eſtates were deep 
charged to furniſ the Altar. But we, 
that are allowed Stram for the Brick, are 
under no ſuch Exactions ; are all Voluns 
teers, whoſe Oblations are-not to be va- 
ted, in the Lump, but bythe neat Qua- 
lity of the Mind: A Diſpenſation of that 
generous kind, which puts it upon no 
Man, Whether he can but whether he 
wil, be happy. i 

This avguſt reiable Dwelling, the 
Defire of your Eyes, is the Delight gf 
ours; once begun and ſoon ended, 
Matter of a lovely Contemplation. Ar- 
puments are Shadows, where Monuments 
appear : Among which TI now cite, and 
ſhew, perhaps one of the faireſt Churches 
in the Land; which reflects your Warmth, 
and reſounds your Felicity; which an- 
ſwers agretably to your Joy, and {wells 
every Note of Glory to God on high, in 
Laer Peace, an good Wi ar coward Men 
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© What the rare Humaniſt, and poſite 
Maſter ſaid of his fine Client ; * ur fax 
mum ingeniii_expeftatio hominis, expeBlati« 
onem lun adventus, admiratidque ſupes 
#arer, is no Anticipation of your Credit, 
for whom the Accompliſhment of this 
laſt awful Work was reſervd; whoſe 
Character improves ſtill, more and more, 
in the ſacred Dreſs, and encreaſes with 
your Numbers. 

Not Zeal, nor Envy, can demand # 
more mining Inſtance of a noble Spirit, 
than the Preparation here, made to en- 
throne the Word of Gop. Vour inva- 
riable Reſolution, your unwearied Appli- 
cation, your weighty Charge and unexs 
pected Diſcharge of it, (and, what may 
Lorbeenpecked fr from united Hearts, hence, 
Rt the timorous World judge!) wherein 
the Materials are ern 9 and yet 
the Workmanſhip exceeds the Matter, as 
much as yvur Conduct ſurmounts both 3 
what Carefulneſs, yea, what clearing of 
yourſelves, what Indignation, what Fear; 
what vehement Deſire, and what Zeal! 
Gllwhichtry'd your Patience by Turns) 


in all he ad mou have 4g d ES : | 
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to be more than Conquerors, clearly, in 
this Matter ! £ E 
O Altar, Altar, and all ye Works of 
the Lord, bleſs ye the Lord, praiſe him aud 
magnify him, for euer! O all ye Saints, 
that can be excuſed half a Glance, the 
twinkling of an Eye, from the bleſſed 
Viſion, review and compare the Iron Soil 
of your Pilgrimage with your happier. 
Britains ; Tours, in the Faith. Your mor- 
tal Aſhes, that want an Urn, are cover'd 
with Heaven: in Reſemblance of which, 
your Martyriums riſe to the Honour of 
your Gop and our God, at this Diſtance. 
So faithful and worthy is that Saying ; 
The Blood of Martyrs is the Seed of the. 
Church ! O, all ye Prophets and Apoſiles, 
ordain'd to fill this holy Place with the 
Light of your Heavenly Doctrine, who 
are repreſented to receive good News from 
our Country, with an Air of Pleaſure; be 
it notified unto you, we dare, and do, re- 
build your Churches, tho the Heathen fu- 
rioufſly rage, and ſome- body pretends a vain 
thing! Te that ſtood amazed, by your 
Maſter, to ſee the goodly Stones and con- 
ſecrated Things of the Temple, permit 
us to mingle this Congratulation with 
your paſt Aſtoniſhment! 
To crown theſe Appeals, let us addreſs 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, the 
| Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed 70e, whoſe: Preſence made the 


Glory of the latter Houſe greater than of 
the former, (as much as this, kindly, 
outvies (not eclipſes) the other with col- 
lected Rays ; in whoſe Light we hope to 
ſee a Light, like the Star in the Eaſt, that 
will ſtand over the Houſe, and Stream, 
when the laſt Sun is ſet, in Con junction 
with the Lord our Illumination, ) that he 
may delight to ſet his Tabernacle among 
us, and manifeſt himſelf unto us in this 
his Palace; as a ſure Refuge. _—_ 
By the Favour of Go p and Torr Con- 


cord (which, ſingly, give ſmall Beginnings: 


a vaſt Increment) we, now ſee, and exult 
to ſee, The HOUSE of AGES finiſh- 
ed in eighteen Months, the Glory of the 
Clime, and the Torment of them that 
have evil Will at Sion: Whoſe everlaſting 
Doors we enter with Thankſgiving, to 
ſpeak good of His and Tour Name. 
Tho' the Paſs to Vertue be hard to get 
over, God forbid Men ſhould offer that 
which coſt them nothing. If Works of 
Piety trouble not our Mind, which makes 
the Work: exceeding pious, they cannot 
affect our Fortune, which is inſenſible; 
nor Poſterity, which has no actual Claim 
to our preſent Right, and is in this, pre- 
maturely happy, to want nothing but the 


Honour (with the Expence) of this Accom- 
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POOR has nothing to do, but ſerve 
God, gratefully, on your Foundation, 
Alter all this Labour of Love, the Har- 
veſt will whiten in due Seaſon: Only, it 
will be to your Vigilance, that an Enemy 
ſow neither Teeth nor Tares among the 
cheerful Grain. 

WELL! The Heat and Burden of the 
Day are over ; and good Luck have you 
to reſt and celebrate this F eſtival, in Imi- 
tation of the Gop' of Jem and Gen- 
tiles, and by the Authority of the Go p 
of Chriſtians on the like Occaſion: It was 

THE FEasT of Tue DEDICATION, 
and it was Pinter. And Jeſus walked in 
the Temple, in Solomon's Porch. N 
The Province here aſlign'd me, (and 
who would not be ſo happily employ'd 
every Day?) is to explain the Theme, 
and accommodate it and my felf to the 
preſent Service. 

In order to which, be it yet premiſed; 
to our laſting Pleaſure were we entertain d 
with an Hiſtorical Account, what Reve- 
rence is due to Churches from their Infan- 
cy, down to the Apoſtolick Age, by a dig- 
nify'd Hand, from this Cuſhion : To ad- 
montſh us, we ſhould not tread this Court 
with an incompoſed Foot, in Allufion to 
the Eaſtern Cuſtom of putting off their 
x _—_ when they came to Holy * 
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In which Argument 5 I dip A 


ful to retouch it) it is only to commend 
our Memories, but much more that Di- 
vine Performance. 

Before our Saviour's Palio. when he 
was to inſtitute the bleſſed Sacrament, he 
(who knew what was in Man) ſent his 
Diſciples to a Perion in the City, whom 
he deſcribd, ready to receive them, and 
ſhew them the [ K272)1vus ] Gueſt-Chams 
ber; a Gueſt, in the Parable, fignifying 
a Chriſtian Convert. Whence it is more 
than probable, that hoſpitable Man was 
acquainted with our Lord and his Com- 
munication, had entertain'd him and his 
Doctrine, before this Interview. There is 
ſonething, (to give the Fews an eaſy Di- 
verſion, ) in the Original, that ſounds like 
a Diſſolution of the firſt Eceleſiaſtical Po- 
lity: Bur 4 muſt not affront you with al- 
ee Divinity, (much in Faſhion a- 
bout the Time of Gregory the Great,) or 
put the Pedant, or Critique, upon It. 
„or ſome ſuch private Oratory, 
amoug other * Names, might alſo be cal- 


led, 


* A EmmeauTe. d ales 8 fe and, which ex- 
plains all verbatim, n LAT. 3110 SKKANTIE. 4 Church 
was tmn, under ſeveral Names, by the Greeks and Latins, 
To mention but two among the latter: Convenriculum, which 
if our Brethren be ſo acute, they may ſmell to be Roman; and 
| _ the Church is Gatholick, and the Civil Powers Chri- 
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led, LU the Upper-Room, kept for 


the Chriſtian Myſteries : A ſettled and 
determinate Place, well known to Stran- 
gers, of every Nation under Heaven, that 


would come over, as well as we do, the 
Way to our Churches. Thus, after the 
Aſcenſion, the Apoſtles continu'd the 
Euchariſt, Ka 029, which need not be 
rendred domeſticatim, from Houſe to Houſes 
nor according to the Cambridge Copy of 


Bega; but, in the Houſe, or Domeſtick 


Chapel, where they might communicate 
without Offence or Diſturbance. : 

The Severian Commentator, who fur- 
niſh'd our Age with extraordinary Nott- 
ons, will hardly extend breaking of Bread 
to the Holy Sacrament, but only to civil 


Feaſting, and a friendly Converſe ; of 


which the Communion is the beſt Secu- 
rity; [ As 11. 42, 46.] But the Fami- 
liarity of the Diſciples could not be capi- 
tal, without ſome Overt-a&, as Baptiſm, 


and the Supper of the Lord. The Pulgar 


tranſlates it ſenſibly enough, [ K Cnc, 
per domos] intimating, they did commu- 
ef | nicate 


— — 


ſtian, had better ſignify nothing, Titulus too was Latin 
For a Church, Pii Papæ Epiſt. ad Juſtum Viennenſem. 
On this is the Canon founded, which allows no Perſon ſacred 
Orders, without a Title ; that is, unleſs he is provided of 


ſome Church, Can. 33. 
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nicate Sacrament ally, about, or ſome - 
where, ſometimes in one Friend s Houſe, 
ſometimes at another's ; for fear they 


ſhould be ſurprized in the very Action. 
Iis no hard Taſk to quote ſundry Vers 
ſes wherein the Prepoſuion, which gives 
all this little Umbrage, has a fixt limiting 
Power to Time and Place: And common 
Senſe may tell us, it was impracticable 
to ſet up the Chriſtian Sacrifice in the 
Face of a Jeriſb Altar. Ancient Fathers 
agree it, the Uſage was for the Diſciples, 
firſt to lay their Prayers with the Jems in 


the Temple, and then adjourn to the Man- 


ſion of ſoine Believer, (not to every Houſe 


in the Neighbour-row, where the Room, 


perhaps, was not convenient, or the Fa- 
mily to be truſted with their Safety,) 

there to give and receive the Holy Com- 
munion: And after, to refreſh themſelves 


with a Love-feaſt of ſuch Things as they 


had, or were provided for them. 
From which State of the Caſe (the Caſe 
being fairly ſtated) I would fain hope, 
none are fo addicted to Singularity and 
Diſſention, ſo abandoned to Reaſon, fo 


| loſt to the Goſpel, to the Honour and 


Intereſt of true Ds ab ſo (analy) pre- 
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+ Mat. i. 20. Luc. Xv. 14. AB; xv. 23,—RXiv, 12,14. 
xv. 3, 15. 1 Tim. iy. 1. & alibi paſſim. 
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and Practice of pure Antiquity, as to forgæ 


Pretences to juſtify a Separation, (fince. 


Chriſt and his Family, all and SE 


Jein d with the National Church (exce 
Gwhich, here cannot be pretended) in 
Sacramental Part, which then was not 
there introduced) or defend Ignorance 
with Contumacy, that is, 2 leſs Fault 
with a greater. 

When Propheſies began to bear, and 
the Empire became Chriſtian, the: Church 


laid in the Boſom of the State, and the 


State in the Arms of the Church: Then 
theſe Fabricks lifted up their ſpiring Heads 
into Heaven, to draw all Men unto them: 
"The: Formand Parts of ancient 6 Churches | 
are veil'd under Names, too hard for com- 
mon Apprehenſion; we have not pro 
Engliſh Words to expreſs them all. ou 
have more Satisfaction in your own Ac 
count, and the beſt ſeems equal d in This 
Model: 3 "EY * 
e Text oints to the Few ea 
which, £1 ry had only two, and then 
three Partitions 5 the inner Court for the 
Prieſts, the main Body open at Top, and 
the outer Court for the People, which was 
cover'd upon Occaſion. Hither our Lord 
retired thro the Inclemency-of the Wea- 


ther, called Solomon's Poreb, from the 


Founder þ 


| Fold; 3 ee ret SIT ke "ol I 
Elvyfters, Portico's, or P Was: 


we 


From this Idea, primitive Chriſtian 
built their Chr Ber 
tree Apartments; e, ve 

The two firſt Words are maritime Tents 


hence we ill (aß, the Nabe of thd 


Church, being oblong like a 
mon Metiphor Alge 
to; ſave All ri ned . It wilt 0 
thereſre iapotitice” ind unmeretfully 
done of them, whd Watit no "Talents rs 
divide and fink the Beſt Conſtittit on, 
object to us, we have mote or fewer ©: 
trwances, than in out afleient n 
and this too (with a Juſt Temperatnen 
of Pallion'b be it rate them a Me 
„ e 
Y I ie then (while At, Vita Flle 
Steerage and 
tween ts and Carb caſting u 
ire and Dirt) may you 141 up beaten, 
ats ati votive Plants, in Methory of 
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by the Divine Eo pu your beſt En- 1 
deavours, will land you, ſafe in Abra - 
hams Bay. | 5 
Ihrice was the imperial Houfs of Go 
built up, and thrice ſolemnly conſecrated. 
The ft Temple was built by Solomon, 
the ſecond by Zerubla zel, and the third 
by Herod Tho that fitted up by, Ezra, 
enlarged by Nehemiah, carried on to more 
Perfection by Zerubbabel, and finiſhed by 
Hered, becauſe of frequent Interruptions 
and Additions given it, for ſix and forty 
Years, did, and does commonly, pals for 
the ſecond Temple. | 
Ihe jr/t Conſecration was, period 
by Solomon, the next by Nehemiah, and 
the laſt (being a Reſtauration-Service in 
our Siſter Churches) by whoſoever ad- 
miniſtred the Pontificate under Judas 
Maccabeus ; the Feſtival continuing eight 
Days, which was to be perpetual”... 
When Zorobabel entred Feruſalem, he | 
could not find the City within the Walls; 
ſcarce the Temple above Ground; at laſt 
he hit upon the Foundation, which he 
pray. d to ariſe, as great as his Power, as 
10 oyful as his Soul. | x 
As to the Maccabees,. deſcended 70g | 
a Prieſtly Tribe, and uſually known by 
the Name of Chaſmonees. before, they 
had theit Title f from the initial Letters 
"oo eo Ts Ns. 
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of a * Sentence (in the Cabaliſtical Way) 
very familiar with them, which had 
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* The famous. Sentence, refer rd to, was Judas's Motto, | 
and is Part of the eleventh Verſe of the fifteenth Chapter: 


ef Exodus. Mi Camo-ka Baelim Jehovah. That it, Who 
zs like unto thee among the Gods, O Jehovah, The later 
Jews affected Abbreuiatures; of which Buxtorf, Grotius, 
and others, give ſome Examples. Al Nations, Pagan and 


Etvilized, bave their Symbols upon their Colqurs. Tous) 


the Roman Enſign was embroider'd with S. P. Q N. 


„ war 


Army; in the Face of the Heavens, alittle after Noan-tide,' 
he ſaw 4 Pillar o Light lite a Crofts, with this Inſcription 
on it, EN TOYTQ NIKA, in hoc (ſigno) vince, Be 
thou Conqueror in vertue of this Banner: Which, as 
Chriſt directed him, in a Viſion the Night following, was. 
the Impreſe of his infallible Trophy, ever after. Lib. 1. 
Chap. 2. Thug I remember our own immortal Dr. MILL 
had this lmpronto, niſi in cruce. Gal. vi. 14. Such 4 
Faith, or Fancy has led all the Warld to var. ous Imit atious 
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more F in it, So the. Power, 1 
agick. 8 
W hen Fudas, that Sword of the Splrit, 
and Thunderbolt of War, had routed the 
Forces of Antiochus Epiphanes, immedi- 
ately he purged the Temple, remov'd the 
old Altar of Holocauſt, which the Tyrant 
had deſecrated by ſetting the Idol of Ju- 
iter Olympius upon it, and rear d and 
hallow d anew One in its ſtead. i 
Having ſhook off the Syrian Yoke, the 
Jew! uſed, what they got, a religious 
ictory. This was the Face of their Ec- 
elefiaſtical Affairs, about a hundred and 
ſixty five Years before our Saviour ; in 
which Narrative I have not amuſed you 
with Æra's, Olympiads, nor the dim Roll 
of Monarchs: (ſince the Learned are ſo. 
mad, they cannot agree about their Kings,) 
and ſo leave it to Heads better turn d to 
Cyphers; being ever ready to ſubmit my 
Opinion to Matter of Fact, unclothed 
and in its right Mind. 
E ght Days did the Temple blaze from 
Year to Year; and twice eight Times 
did they bathe the Altar with an Oblation 
of great Gladneſs. The Anniverſary they 
named, The ENCAENIA, a Renovation 
or Ren? -wal : Which being put (rechnical- 
5 in the Plural, denotes that Formality 
was the Reſtitution of the Temple to its 


pPriſtin 


"5 __ 
priſtin San&ity, and the Altar to its Uſe 
and Protection. The whole Family of 
the Word is of the Spiritual Kind ; ; thus 


St. Paul (Heb. vi. 6.) bananen dg Ae. 


dy enceniare; to renew to Repentance: 
From the Senſineſs and Influence of which 
Verb, St. Auſtin made it free of the Es- 
eleſi aftical Latin Tongunmue. 
Prom this Original are dine Coun- 
try-Wakes and Feaſts, in Memory of 
the Conſecration of — and Chapels; 
gud, believe it, the Cuſtom would be more 
laudable, if to the Piety of the Bebe. 
len of Condition would join their 
nal Charity, to let the Poor taſte ad 
ſee what it is once to live. Such an Op- 
portunity drew our Saviour to honour 
the Altar with his Preſence, when'he was 
the un knotem God of it: Which became 2 
Rule to the Chriſtian Church, that where 
the Altar was remov'd, there ſhould be 
on courſe, a new Conſecration: The Par- 
ticulars of the Rite being laid down, as 
early as the ſecond Century, by Hyginus, 
Biſhop of the Roman See: And it is tothe 
Honour of the Ii Church, that ſhe has 
two or three publick Forms to embrace 
and bleſs every fuch Occaſion, © © 
Inſtead of arguing, (towards the End of 
my Time,) for which there is no Neceſ- 
| My becauſe all may be convinced, that 
: meaſure 


a oy . 8 
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meaſure your F aith by the Work, as we 
doubt not your future Conduct will be 
all of. a Piece 3 from theſe Strictures may 
be inferr d your Juſtification of this Day's 
 Ofice, (i. e. of Time and Duty) and more 
alapences than I mean to e er 5 
'F, 
3 Firſt, Lawfal de may appoint 
Holy-days, in Remembrance of publick 
Bleſlings. Our jure divino Men in Spiri- 
tuals, are not always ſo in Morals; tho 
they can keep the Sa on the firſt Day 
of the Week, like „with a ſafe Confel, 
ence. Litigious and wilful is the Miſtake, 
to admit nothing but with an expreſs Or- 
der for it in the ſacred Page: As if we 
were bound to renounce our Reaſon, and 
the Carteſian Principle | to doubt of every 
bunt were Gaſpel; as if God were ob- 
liged, like a Movitor, to attend and prompt 
us, when to act, and when to ſuſpend in 
all Emergencies : ; who has told us, when, 
and where, and how, to exert ourſelves a 
ſew Caſes, the reſt in a ſummary Way, 
at the Diſcretion of the Church, by the 
Analogy of Faith, but not in ſuch a La- 
titude, that every Man: may do that which 
7s right in his own Eyes : Nay, we ſnall 
be thought. but wooden Agents, if we . 
cannot employ. ourſelves about our Fa- 
ther's Buſineſs, without new Inſtructions, 
Soca : without 
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without the Orders of the Day writ our, 
and ſenr us from Heaven every Poſt. 
What In junction had our Pose 
for the Dedication, or the Feaſt of Purim 
Both. of human Growth, yet no Works 


of Supererogation, nor within a Præmunire; 


hut hang upon the ſupreme Law, as Or 


Stars do upon Heaven, inviſible to our 


Aut ipodes. They are indeed Commands in 


Scripture, but not Commands & Scrip- 
ture: Which our Saviour was ſo : far from 


excepting out of the general Rule, that 


in his own Perſon he countenanced the 
former; and tho at every Turn he cut 
| ſhort. the Scribes and Phariſeer, yet by 
ſaying, nothing againſt :þis, does ſtill l. 
Uo the e All this i is no Bar 1271 


* nts L The Vindication of _ 
like Ceremony before us, at which our 
Lord himſelf aſſiſted throughout, fome-' 
time in December. Cold and frozen are” 


they as Winter, ſtiff and rigid as the North 


Pole, who cannot bend to this Duty, to 


bleſs and be bleſſed by their Holy Morten) 5 
for ber. my and Wi her Pro. 5 


TY 


hs. obſerve to us, we ad not. do acai 


Jews did, in groſs, is too general; which : 
may be revers d with more Senſe and equal 


n by unſay ing, we nuiſt. Or. 05 


exile) | that 
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that we muff do nothing they did, is juſt 
nat hing, but confute themſelves with Fa- 
mine: T wiſh to God, that not only I, 
but all that hear me this Day, were as 
ſincere and foundly attach d to our Profeſ- 
fion, as many of them were to theirs, as 
happy at the End of it, and that our Souls 
may be with theirs. Or, that we may, 
upon the Matter, wave the Inſtitution of 
this joyful Day, (by which, I ſuppoſe, ſome: 
are got into another Goſpel, that are 
ſchool'd to burleſque the Scriptures) and 
ſo leave it to Chance, or Fortune the great 
Diana of the Fpbeſiaris: Be it confeſs d. 
we may; but to be ſure we ought not, fo 
long as the Caſe in ſpecial is ſecured in 
the Text, and will be Canonical, while 
the mighty Word of Gop prevails. Such 
impotent Throws parry we off under this 
Guard, and repel the Weapon upon their 
own Pates, by obſerving back again; they, 
who do every thing they may, do many 
things they ſhould not, and leave no fewer 


things undone, which they ought to hae 


Time and Place are Circumſtances of 
abſolute Neceſſity in all divine Perfor-: 


19 

Miſters, OY oC it into nothings 7 
and drop their haſty Devotions, (as the 
careleſs OPrich do's her Eggs) any where 
in the Sand, to be hatched by a heated 
Fancy, have not yet ſhew'd us any one 
Action without a Mode, whether natural 
or moral, ſacred or civil. 

© Ceremonies are ſo call „they ſay, from 
CAERE a City in Hetruvia : Which, 


when Rome was ack d by the Gauls, re- 


ceivd and kept the Images and F rippery 
brought thither by the 7eftalr, till the 
8 by Camillus. All we mean 
by them is Decency, good Order, and 
52 beſt Manner of ſerving Gopz a8 
nothing (tho the Effect of Study or Ex- 
Pr much leſs of Entbuſi. fm) can be 
god enough for him, to whom all our 
oods are nothing, . 


\ 6-0 
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elde majorum immeritus lues 

\ Romane - * donec Templa nefecerts . 
Ae labentes deorum. 

£2 Cp Hor. Lib. 111. Ode 6. 


Tis mY Voice of” Nature, and a Sancti 


on of Conſcience in every Breaſt. One 


would imagine, the Poet had read, or 
255 of this Reſolution ; Ts looked for 
nd it came to little, and when ye 
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ſaith-the Lord of Hoſts ? Becauſe of mine 
Houſe that is waſle ; and ye run, ever 
Man to his own Houſe, Therefore the 
Heaven is ſtay d from Dew, and the Earth 
7s ſtay d from her Fruit, Hag. leg. 
There is Atheiſin in the Breach of eve- 
ry Commandment, The Contempt, or 
Neglect of Religion (whatever it was) 
has brought down ſore Calamities on the 
Prophaners of it. An Inſtance of which 
we have in the moſt exact * Connexion o 
the Old and New Teſtament, under the 
Title of Cambzſzs ; who, having run his 
Dagger into the Thigh of Apis (a pyed 
Bull) under which, Ofiris, the chief God 
of the Ep yptians, was worſhipped, which 
died of that Stab, himſelf after died of a 
ſight Wound in the ſame Part by his 
Sword falling out of the Scabbard; which 
the Egyptians recorded as a juſt Judgmerit 
for the Murder of their brute God.. It 
ſeldom happens (ſaith my Learned Au- 
thor,) in an Affront given to any particu- 
lar Mode of Worſhip, how erroneous ſo- 
Ever, but Religion in general is wounded 
thereby. There are n Inſtances 
wherein God has very ſignally puniſhed 
the Prophanations of Religion in the worft 
of Times, and under the worſt Modes of 
e ER 
e ee 
Dean Prideaux, Par. 1. Anno 322. Page 173. | 
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CNS $i ES 
MEN, FATHERS, and BRE- 
THREN! Whoever places the Sermons 
of our Lord in every Light, in which 
they ſhine like his Transfigurat ion, will 
find a prime Part of them to be perſonal 
Applications, full of Peace. What the 
Apoſtle ſaid of the The//zlonians, that 
they were bis Hope, his Joy, and Crown 
of” rejoicing z, tempts me to add, in the 
ſame Strain of Glory, 7e are our Text 
if ye can read, unmoveable, the Affecta- 
tion of the Scribes and Phariſees, in point 
of Precedency ; if ye can hear the Pre- 
ſumption of the Mother of Zebedee's Chil- 
_ dren, (like a roaring Hurricane in the 
ragged Mountains, or the proud Waves 
of an high Sea,) with a ſedate eaſy Mind. 
- Proportion is a common Rule, tut frank 
Charity ſhould go higher, and Peace is the 
Word. Authority was a Right of Bene- 
Factors Honour to whom Honour, and the 

Right Hand of Fellowſhip, are Pieces of 
natural Religion all the World over, 
There is no ſuch Cuſtom, as Contention 
in the Church : Let no Tool be lifred up 
in thee, henceforward, for ever; waſting, 
nor Deſtruction within thy Borders! 
The Lord is in his holy Temple, let all the- 
Earth keep filence before bim. 
It was a melancholy heavy Sort of a 
Piety the poor Jews ſweat out, thro the 
. $20 D 2 e | Baby- 


„ 
Babylonian Captivity; their Devotion 
- was ſet to a flat and diſmal Key, when 
they (but) remembred thee, O Sion! 
Now under your loca! Encouragements, 
there is room to hope, Religion will re- 
vive with your Church, inſomuch, thar 
the Spirit and Glory of primitive Times 
may again dwell in our Land: That we 
fhall not walk into the Fields, but we ſhall 
hear the Plomman at his Helelyabs, the 
Mower at his Hymns, and the Vinedreſſer 
ſinging David's Pſalms. | FE OTEE , 
Flow charming, like a new Heaven, 
was the Natalitial of the Church in Je- 
ruſalemm under Conſtantine ! What a glo- 
rious Sight of Biſhops, with a Floud of 
Mien and the Flower of Youth from all 
| Quarters? How decent and majeſtick the 
Service, what Peals of Joy and Haſan- 
nas of Praiſe > What Expreſſions of mu- 
tual Reſpect and Charity to the Poor? 
How entire the Harmony of all Ranks, 
how divine the inaugural Orations ? If 
then we copy their Manners, freſhen and 
e this, with their Feflivity, we 
all be as a City at Unity in -ufelt; 
and what ig lac king on my Part, you baue 
„ OT vr 
It would be infinite to harangue this 
awful Dome, its Founders and Benefa- 
ors : The true Method of which Va 4 
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rious. 


bear off Modeſty, and leave that fenſitive 


Plant of Vertue untouch'd ; to conkels, 


Fa > 


 Ingeniouſly, it cannot be done by b 


Hand. Wherefore we reſt the Burden 
with your Counſels, till every Man have 
Praiſe of God: When, for ſure, we 
ſhall. find Heaven a fine. Place, fince 
this Church is become ſo exceeding glo- 
_ Thus far we have not. ſtretch'd any 
Rule of Truth: Nay, had we not con- 


feſs d, had we not declared, had we not 
proclaim'd your greater Piety, than you 
make a Merit, in this Sanctuary, tbe 
Stone out of the Wall, and the Beam out 


of the Timber would reprove, me. 
From this Decad, . ſo auſpiciouſſy be- 


un, may you proceed (if Men can go 


nalia, the Acts and Feaſts of your thir- 


tieth Lear. From this Epoch. we date 


your Fame, your Freedom; your Felici- 


And plant. them in Wreaths, | about 
Thi and ' Boaz (your Pillars of the 


Cloud and Fire) as the beſt Drapery to 
adorn theſe Columns, and be adorned, by 
them for ever. What farther Honour 


is due to the Builders above the Houſe, 
the laſt Scene will diſcover z which, tho 


it overtops its humble Siſters, yet pro- 
miſes them 3 future Reſurrection, and 
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their 


(. 


Weir Friends Immortality. In your LD 


Lil Style, you are placed within the 


Verge of Honour; but your CHURCH 
is your real grand HONOUR :' late 
may it ſtand, and ſtanding flouriſh, till 
nor Time nor Art have a ſpare Point, 
2 Fraction, to add to the Eternity? $ 
Nor let the Gates of Hel prevail 2. of 
ic. ST 

Bleſſed may your Dead be, that tay 
died ſince the lay ing this Foundation | 
who carry a Teſtimonial of Reverence | 
for the Sanctuary in their Hand, to 
the laſt Tribunal, in the Faith of St! 
ANDREW, fealed with this Church; 
which, tho' it bears the Name of that 
venerable Man for Diſtin&ion, in Me- 
mory of his Graces, is, nevertheleſs, 
Krenn, with Govs Aſpiration, the 
Cburch of the Lord: And may you ne- 
ver leave it nor forſake it, more than 
the blefſed Jeſus does the- Houſe of 
Prayer, till he calls you up in State to 
Feruſalem above, tha will himſelf be 
your exceeding great Reward. 

In whoſe tremendous Name, if any 
previous Queſtions are aſked your de- 
ceaſed Friends, and this be One to the 
Spiritual Stranger, % Hat Condition 
* was my Houſe in, in your World, when 
ay * 3 it”? Theſe Pillars be 1 

elr 
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Their Hearts ſhall not reproach them, 
nor Jews nor Gentiles riſe in Judgment 
to condemn a Soul, upon this Eſtabliſh- 
ment in this Article. 7” On 
Whatever Difficulties might attend 
this noble Undertaking, not ignoblx 
completed, Go p be thanked, you want - 
ed no Reſcripts, you had no Edifts a- 
gainſt you, no Balls of Fire from the 
Foundation, to blaſt the Deſign: So 
that now you have little more to do, 
beſide your conſtant Attendance, than to 
ſubdue or keep your Temper; that is, 
in Patience to poſſeſs your Souls. And the 
good Lord pardon every one that prepates 
bis Heart to ſeek God, the Lord God of 
bis Fathers, tho be be not cleanſed accord- 
ing to the Purification of the Sanctuary. 
23 Chron XXXS 6. <7 fo 
As Gob has an Altar in every Chri- 
ſtian Heart, tis hoped they are hallowd 
beforehand, the better to breath upon 
this Dedication : Holineſs becomes bis 
Houſe for ever. This is the Birth-day of 
the Church, the Celebrity of which is 
vocal enough to raiſe the Spirit of a Con- 
ſtantine, an Euſebius, had we not a 
Chriſtian King over us, and a Conſecre- 
ting Biſhop preſent, into whoſe Hands, as 
a prime Miniſter of tbe mo High, with 
meek Heart and due Reverence, you ſur- 


render | 
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fender this I with the Appurteriats 1 
ces, and He the ſame to Almighty Go. 
for ever and ever, for the Uſe of your 
Base and all the Offices of true Re- 
ien, for the preaching HIS Word, and 
adminiſtring HIS Holy Sacraments. And 
then (as theſe. muſt give your Diſpatch 
and my Service, a reputable Concluſion, 
Happy are the People, that are in ſuch a 
Caſe; yea, bleſſed are the People, wha 
have the Lord for their God! For from 
THIS DAY wil 1 bleſs you, * 
THIS PLACE vill I give a 
* ihe Lord wad Hoſts. AMEN. _ 


ves 


